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Achievement Record
Sector-specific Priority:

 Supporting STI Policies and Promoting the
Youth Competitiveness in these fields

As part of its Action Plan for 2016-2018,
ICPSR has decided to focus on its sector-
specific priority “Supporting STI policies,
and promoting the youth competitiveness 
in these fields”. This priority embodies two 
major projects which aim not only at actively 
contributing to the analysis of the situation 
of science in the world and their evolution 
perspectives, but also at improving the 
population’s well-being to achieve socio-
economic progress. The achievement of these
two projects depends crucially on the fun-
damental role of the knowledge-based 
economy which gives ICT a prominent po-
sition. These projects include:

1. Supporting STI research strategies 

2. Promoting knowledge transfer-
based R&D for greater youth 
employability

During 2016, ISESCO Center for Promotion 
of Scientific Research (ICPSR) made three 
(3) achievements under the first project 
which covers two areas of involvement, 
“sponsoring activities aimed at making 
high profile young researchers more visible 
through publishing their scientific research 
and articles” and “awarding an Excellence 
Prize for STI”.

Area of intervention 1: 

1) Publication of the 21st and 22nd issues 
of “ISESCO Journal of Science and 
Technology” for 2016. Issue 21 mainly 
focuses on “Renewable Energy” while 
Issue 22 is dedicated to “Environment”. 
Both issues have entirely been updated 
in terms of form and content. Moreover, 
all published articles are authored by
researchers and professors from different 
Member States, working in such fields 
as renewable energies, the environment, 
agriculture, ICT, pharmaceutical industry, 
biological sciences and mechanical engi-
neering (January-December 2016).

2) Upgrading of ICPSR website dedicated 
to the scientific community (including 
constant renewal and updating for refe-
rencing, improved positioning and traffic) 
in order to meet the need for a fully-fledged 
proactive website.

3) Second phase of support (the first was in 
2015) for 4 scientific research projects 
in applied sciences, biotechnology, health, 
immunology, and cell biology carried out
by young scientists from Brunei Darus-
salam, Egypt, Morocco and Pakistan; 
ISESCO headquarters, Rabat, Kingdom 
of Morocco.



182

ICPSR

Area of intervention 2:

1) Awarding 7 ISESCO Prizes in Science 
and Technology to promote excellence 
and innovation in the fields of biology, 
chemistry, geology, mathematics, physics
and technology. These prizes are awarded 
in recognition of the status and merit of
the researchers who have gained scien-
tific recognition and/or achieved a signi-
ficant scientific breakthrough worldwide.

Assessment of application files and 
selection of laureates are entrusted to 
a mixed jury made up of independent 
expert scientists and an internal com-
mission of ISESCO. In addition to encou-
raging scientific research, the ultimate 
objective of these prizes is to promote 
researches, both basic and applied, 
which deal with a wide range of major 
unresolved problems of the modern world.

The prizes were awarded to:

• Biology: Dr Ikram Ul-Haq, Islamic 
Republic of Pakistan

• Chemistry: Dr GalalEldin Elgemeie, 
Arab Republic of Egypt

• Geology: Dr Sobhi Nasir, Sultanate 
of Oman

• Physics: Dr Amal Alkahlout, State 
of Palestine

• Technology: Dr Mariam Almaadeed, 
State of Qatar

• Mathematics: awarded ex aequo to
Dr Aminu Alhaji Ibrahim, Federal 
Republic of Nigeria and Dr Galimkair 
Mutanov, Republic of Kazakhstan

2) Development of “ISESCO Guide to
Science and Technology (1997-2016)” 

which includes the names of the 
researchers from the Islamic world who 
won ISESCO Prizes in Science and 
Technology in basic sciences (biology, 
chemistry, geology, mathematics, 
physics and technology) since 1997, 
to reward commendable works with high 
socio-economic impact. The ultimate
objective of this guide is to pay tribute to
science, innovation and new techno-
logies for their capabilities to assist 
humanity in meeting the various chal-
lenges related to climate change, bio-
diversity preservation, and natural 
disasters mitigation; further equitable 
management of natural resources and 
eradication of pandemics. The guide also
aims at highlighting ISESCO’s efforts in 
encouraging excellence in science and 
technology.

Area of intervention 3: “optimization 
of research results” through: 

1) Organizing a national workshop on 
“Repair and Maintenance of Scientific 
Engineering Equipment in Universities, 
Research Institutions and Small Scale 
Industries”, on 23-27 May 2016, Enugu, 
Federal Republic of Nigeria. Participants 
in the workshop included a number of 
engineers, teachers and technicians 
from various Nigerian institutes who 
were supervised by 2 Pakistani experts. 
This workshop was co-organized by the 
Commission on Science and Technology 
for Sustainable Development in the 
South (COMSATS) and the Federal 
Ministry of Science and Technology and
Projects Development Institute (PRODA) 
of Nigeria.
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January - December 2016

During 2016, ISESCO Center for Promotion 
of Scientific Research (ICPSR) made three 
(3) achievements as part of the second 
project on “promoting knowledge transfer-
based R&D for greater youth employability”, 
via three areas of involvement: “Promoting 
scientific research through the exchange 
of students and researchers (Tafahum 
Programme)”; “Capacity-building in the task
of determining and activating indicators 
of knowledge transfer”; and the “dissemi-
nation of a culture of transfer and innovation 

particularly benefitting Member States’ 
youth (training and awareness-raising)”. 
Overall, this second project aims at 
encouraging various types of transfer 
(transfer of persons, knowledge and 
technology) in order to contribute to the 
promotion of the culture of creativity and
innovation and the dissemination of new
technologies in research institutions, while
assisting young graduates to embrace 
new professions.

Area of Intervention 1:

 Promoting scientific research through the exchange

of students and researchers

This includes the preparation and implemen-
tation of the pilot phase of the TAFAHUM 
Programme for Student Exchange, as 
adopted by the 7th Islamic Conference of
Ministers of Higher Education and Scien-
tific Research (Rabat, 18-19 December 
2014). This programme is aimed at deve-
loping academic exchanges between Member
States’ universities and targets as a first 
step some universities in the Maghreb (from
Tunisia and Morocco) in order to foster co-
operation in education between universities 
of the Islamic world, bring science commu-
nities together, share acquired experiences, 
and exchange good practices in training 
and research. Implemented through partner-
ship with the Agence Universitaire de la
Francophonie (AUF), the programme was
launched in December 2014. This programme, 
whose pilot phase was successfully comp-

leted during the 4th quarter of 2016, has
allowed ISESCO to take charge of the
exchange of ten students from the Maghreb
(5 per country) belonging to four universities 
from the Maghreb (Morocco and Tunisia):

• Abdelmalek Essaadi University in
Tangier-Tétouan and Ibn Tofail Univer-
sity, Kénitra, Kingdom of Morocco;

• University of Sousse and University 
of Monastir, Republic of Tunisia.

Moreover, an assessment report on the 
second phase of the programme for the 
year 2017 already recommended extending 
the scope of students’ mobility to other 
countries (Morocco, Tunisia, Cote d’Ivoire, 
Mauritania and Senegal) and increasing 
the number of benefiting students to 18 for 
a period of 4 months (April-July 2017).
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1) Organization of two expert meetings for
the establishment of a technology transfer 
office (TTO) in Nouakchott, in association 
with the ESCWA Technology Center in
Amman, Jordan and in cooperation with
the Modern University of Nouakchott, on 
19-20 July 2016 and 20-21 December 
2016.

This programme aims at assisting some 
MENA region countries in establishing 
centers for technology transfer to facilitate 
cooperation between the Modern Univer-
sity of Nouakchott and its external partners
(government institutions and companies) 
in scientific services, research and deve-
lopment, promotion of the use of research
findings and contribution to development 
both at the local and regional levels. These
two meetings saw the participation of high-
level experts from the MENA region. They
also provided the opportunity to assess the

situation of technology transfer governmental
strategies and highlight the strengths of
the Mauritanian innovation system and the 
expectations of the public and private sectors 
and the civil society in terms of innovation. 
On the other hand, the participants have 
discussed in detail the legislative aspects 
which need to be improved. The main 
recommendation of the two meetings was 
to proceed with the establishment of a 
technology transfer office for the purpose 
of assisting technology-based innovative 
companies and enabling researchers, young
entrepreneurs and innovative industrial 
companies to easily access to the necessary 
information for creating and developing 
their own projects (especially by means of 
tracking researchers’ inventions or findings 
with commercial potential). In this regard, a 
national study was carried out by an inde-
pendent expert.

Area of Intervention 2:
Capacity-building in the task of determining and 

activating indicators of knowledge transfer




